The Collection

The High Museum of Art is the leading art institution serving the Southeastern United States. The
Museum’s role is to provide the people of Atlanta and the region with a diverse, broad selection of art.
The High’s distinctive location and regional history also offer a unique perspective that influences the art
on exhibit and how the Museum builds its collections.
With over 11,000 works of art in its permanent collection, the High Museum of Art has an extensive
anthology of 19th- and 20th-century American art; significant holdings of European paintings and
decorative art; growing collections of African American art and Photography; and burgeoning collections
of modern and contemporary art and African art. The High is dedicated to supporting and collecting
works by Southern artists and is distinguished as the only major museum in North America to have a
curatorial department specifically devoted to the field of folk and self-taught art. The High’s Media Arts
department produces annual film series and festivals, as well as video installations to accompany
exhibitions.
Since the opening of the Richard Meier–designed building in 1983, the High has launched a series of
focused collection-building initiatives that has brought hundreds of works of art into the museum’s
permanent collection. In recent years, we’ve focused on acquisitions that enhance our modern,
contemporary and photography collections. Many of these new acquisitions, including Claes Oldenburg
and Coosje van Bruggen’s “Balzac Pétanque” (2002) and Roy Lichtenstein’s “House III” (1997), have
been put on view for the first time with the opening of the expansion in November 2005.
The High’s newly expanded facilities more than double its current gallery space to showcase more works
of art and accommodate an increased number of special exhibitions. The reinstallation of the collection
brings together all of the High’s holdings under one roof, creating a rich environment for visitors to
explore the full range of artistic expression.

African Art
Begun in 1953, the growing African art collection has expanded to encompass 589 works of art, including
over 240 pieces from The Richman Family Foundation. Highlights include:
• Baule Artist, Ivory Coast “Elephant Mask,” early 20th century
• William Kentridge, “Pond at Deer Acres,” 2002
• Mangbetu Artist, “Ceramic Vessel,” ca. 1900

American Art
Over 813 works form the Museum’s American art collection, which includes notable pieces from the J. J.
Haverty Collection. Highlights include:
• Joseph Rodefer DeCamp, “The Blue Mandarin Coat” (The Blue Kimono), 1922
• Ben Shahn, “The Church is the Union Hall,” 1946
• Albert Herter, “Portrait of Bessie” (Miss Elizabeth Newton), 1892
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Decorative Arts
The decorative arts collection comprises 2,274 pieces, including the comprehensive Virginia Carroll
Crawford Collection of 19th-century American decorative arts. The collection represents nearly 100 years
of decorative art masterpieces, whose superior artistic quality are matched by their historical significance.
Highlights include:
• Gerrit Thomas Rietveld, “Red/Blue Chair,” 1922-1923, designed 1918
• John La Farge, “Architecture” (stained glass window), 1903-1904
• Louis H. Sullivan, “Sconce,” 1907

European Art
Among the 611 objects in the European art collection are Italian works from the 14th through 18th
centuries, donated by the Samuel H. Kress Foundation. Highlights include:
• Claude Monet, “Houses of Parliament in the Fog,” 1903
• Albrecht Dürer, “Knight, Death, and the Devil,” 1513
• Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, “Elles” (series of 12 lithographs), 1896

Folk Art
Comprised of over 500 works and still actively growing, this collection is recognized today as one of the
most significant public repositories of contemporary American self-taught art in the world. Highlights
include:
• Nellie Mae Rowe: 100 pieces donated by art patron Judith Alexander in 2004
• Felipe Benito Archuleta, “Untitled” (Lion), 1977
• Mattie Lou O’Kelley, “Yard Sale,” 1979

Modern and Contemporary Art
The growing modern and contemporary collection holds 2,213 works, including the Lenore and Burton
Gold Collection of Contemporary Art. Highlights include:
• Chuck Close, “Self Portrait,” 2002-2003
• Ellsworth Kelly, “Blue, Green, Red” 2005
• Anslem Kiefer, “Dragon,” 2001

Photography
Begun in 1974, the photography collection contains more than 3,350 19th- and 20th-century images by
American and European masters. Highlights include:
• Jeff Wall, “Night,” 2001
• Emmet Gowin, “Edith, Chincoteague, Virginia,” 2001
• Walker Evans, “Roadside Gas Sign,” 1929

Sculpture
The new outdoor piazza, which links the High and the Woodruff Arts Center Campus, will showcase
monumental outdoor sculpture from the Museum’s collection. Highlights include:
• Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen, “Balzac Pétanque,” 2002
• Roy Lichtenstein, “House III,” 1997
• Joel Shapiro, “Untitled,” 1988

