2015 ADVANCE EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

Information is subject to change. To confirm scheduling and dates, contact the Press Office.
404-733-4423 | prinfo@woodruffcenter.org

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS
Los Trompos
April 24 through November 29, 2015
The High will unveil the second large-scale, interactive design installation by contemporary
Mexican designers Héctor Esrawe and Ignacio Cadena on the Woodruff Arts Center's Carroll
Slater Sifly Piazza. The site-specific work, titled Los Trompos ("The Spinning Tops"), continues
a multi-year initiative to activate the outdoor space and engage visitors. As a blank canvas for
community engagement and programming, Los Trompos draws its inspiration from the form of a
spinning top, a toy popular with children around the world. The project will feature more than 40
three-dimensional, larger-than-life tops in a variety of colors and shapes installed throughout the
Piazza. The colorful surfaces of each "top" will be created in part by fabric woven in a traditional
Mexican style. By working together, visitors will be able to spin the tops on their bases as they
interact with the structures. This exhibition is organized by the High Museum of Art.
Seriously Silly: A Decade of Art and Whimsy by Mo Willems
May 23, 2015 through January 10, 2016
The High Museum of Art will proudly present a retrospective of illustrations by the best-selling
children's book artist and author, Mo Willems. Seriously Silly: A Decade of Art and
Whimsy features more than 100 works by Willems – from preliminary drawings to completed
illustrations – that chronicle the past 12 years of his whimsical world, populated by the beloved
characters Knuffle Bunny, Elephant and Piggie, The Pigeon and many more. The exhibition will
give viewers a glimpse of Willems' creative process and reveal the comedic genius of his books,
which have become instant hits with young children in the new century. This exhibition is
organized by The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, Amherst, Massachusetts. Support for
the organization of the exhibition has been generously provided by Disney Publishing
Worldwide. Support in Atlanta is made possible by the Lettie Pate Evans Foundation and
Inaugural Grandparents Circle of Support.
Alex Katz, This is Now
June 21 through September 6, 2015
The High Museum of Art will present a major exhibition of more than 40 works created between
1954 and 2013 by internationally acclaimed American artist Alex Katz, including 15
monumental landscape paintings to be displayed publicly together for the first time. Alex Katz,
This is Now is one of the largest exhibitions focused on the artist’s landscapes in almost 20 years,
and it will trace Katz’s unique artistic treatment of the landscape throughout the trajectory of his
career, from his 1950s collages that use the environment as a setting for the human figure, to the
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artist’s later works, which illustrate Katz’s shift to landscape as the dominant subject.
Approximately one third of the paintings featured in the exhibition were created by Katz within
the last decade, offering visitors an opportunity to view the artist’s contemporary works
alongside early examples from his career. This exhibition is organized by the High Museum of
Art, Atlanta. Support for this exhibition is provided by Richard Gray Gallery and Sanford and
Barbara Orkin.
American Encounters: The Simple Pleasures of Still Life
September 26, 2015 through January 31, 2016
The Musée du Louvre, the High Museum of Art, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, and
the Terra Foundation for American Art will present the final installation in their four-year
collaboration focusing on the history of American art. American Encounters: The Simple
Pleasures of Still Life explores how late 18th- and early 19th-century American artists adapted
European still-life tradition to American taste, character and experience. The culminating
presentation of the American Encounters series, The Simple Pleasures of Still Life follows
previous installations examining important genres in American art, including portraiture,
landscape and genre paintings. The masterpieces in the The Simple Pleasures of Still Life speak
to the diversity of the still-life genre in the U.S. and range from works by artists De Scott Evans,
Martin Johnson Heade, Joseph Biays Ord, William Sydney Mount and Raphaelle Peale to
trompe l’oeil masterworks by John Haberle, William Michael Harnett and George Cope.
Following its presentation at the Louvre (Feb. 5 – April 27, 2015), The Simple Pleasures of Still
Life will travel to Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville, Ark. (May 16 – Sept.
14, 2015), and the High (Sept. 26, 2015 – Jan. 31, 2016). The exhibition is part of a multi-year
collaboration with the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, the High Museum
of Art, Atlanta, the Musée du Louvre, and the Terra Foundation for American Art.
Habsburg Splendor: Masterpieces from Vienna’s Imperial Collections
October 18, 2015 through January 17, 2016
This major American collaboration will bring masterworks amassed by one of the longestreigning European dynasties to Atlanta. The exhibition will showcase masterpieces and rare
objects from the collection of the Habsburg Dynasty – the emperors of the Holy Roman Empire
as well as many other superpowers of Europe who commissioned extraordinary artworks now in
the collection of the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna. Habsburg Splendor, largely
composed of works that have never traveled outside of Austria, explores the dramatic rise and
fall of the Habsburgs' global empire, from their political ascendance in the late Middle Ages to
the height of their power in the 16th and 17th centuries, the expansion of the dynasty in the 18th
and 19th centuries to its decline in 1918 at the end of World War I. The approximately 100
artworks and artifacts that tell the story include arms and armor, sculpture, Greek and Roman
antiquities, court costumes, carriages, decorative art objects, and paintings by such masters as
Correggio, Giorgione, Rubens, Tintoretto, Titian and Velázquez. The exhibition will be on view
at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts (MIA); the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH); and the
High Museum of Art.
Iris van Herpen: Transforming Fashion
November 7, 2015 through May 2016
In fall 2015, the High Museum of Art will become the first U.S. museum to present a major
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exhibition of work by visionary Dutch fashion designer Iris van Herpen, a cutting-edge artist
inspired by diverse influences in the arts, sciences, music and philosophy. Marking the High’s
first presentation of fashion design, “Iris van Herpen” will feature one-of-a-kind haute couture—
acclaimed for its combination of traditional craftsmanship and futuristic, innovative
techniques—and include some of the world’s first examples of 3D-printed fashion. The
exhibition will debut at the High before continuing on a North American tour. Van Herpen has
garnered international acclaim for her couture designs, which interweave traditional handwork
with groundbreaking 3D-printing technology, computer modeling, and engraving constructed in
collaboration with architects, engineers and digital design specialists. Her work has been worn
by style icons such as Lady Gaga, Beyoncé and Bjork and has graced the runways of
Amsterdam, London and Paris. The exhibition will feature 45 outfits carefully selected from 15
of van Herpen’s collections designed from 2008 through 2015, offering a comprehensive visual
survey of her design career. The North American tour is co-organized by the High Museum of
Art, Atlanta, and the Groninger Museum. Support for this exhibition is provided by Wish
Foundation and Ms. Louise Sams and Mr. Jerome Grilhot.

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS
Dox Thrash: An American Journey
Through May 10, 2015
In 1911, at the age of 15, Georgia native Dox Thrash (1893-1965) left the South in search of a
better life. He first settled in Chicago, where he took night classes at the Art Institute of Chicago
and launched his artistic career. From visceral images of labor and Depression-era unrest that he
created while working for the Works Progress Administration in the 1930s, to hazy recollections
of his childhood in the rural South, Thrash’s art chronicles, in the period of a few years, a
journey that extended a lifetime. His works offer not only one man’s observations but also a
broad view of the larger cultural and political environment facing African-Americans at the
dawn of the Civil Rights Era. This exhibition presents 43 works on paper by Thrash, including
watercolors, relief prints, lithographs, etchings and carborundum mezzotints—created using an
innovative etching process Thrash invented. The exhibition also highlights the High’s recent
acquisition of a print by Thrash titled “Georgia Cotton Crop” (1944-45). This exhibition is
organized by Georgia College Museum of Art, Milledgeville, and Dolan Maxwell Fine Arts,
Philadelphia.
Wifredo Lam: Imagining New Worlds
Through May 24, 2015
The High mounts a retrospective of work by Wifredo Lam, a preeminent artist of Latin American
origin and one of the Surrealist movement’s most influential figures, featuring more than 40
paintings and a selection of drawings, prints and ephemera by the internationally renowned
Cuban-born artist. Many of Lam’s masterworks—drawn from public and private collections
across Europe, Latin America and the U.S.—are presented together for the first time in the
exhibition, which offers a rare overview and reexamination of the artist’s career. The exhibition,
organized by the McMullen Museum of Art, Boston College, sheds light on Lam’s seminal
periods of artistic development, tracing the global path of his career from its academic roots in
Madrid to Lam’s pivotal stay in pre-war Paris and his return to Cuba in the early 1940s. The
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works reveal the many important influences on Lam’s career, from the European literary and
artistic avant-garde to African art. This exhibition is organized by the McMullen Museum of Art,
Boston College. Support for this exhibition is provided by Delta Air Lines and Northern Trust.
Additional support provided by the Morgens West Foundation.
Imagining New Worlds: José Parlá and Fahamu Pecou
Through May 24, 2015
In conjunction with Wifredo Lam: Imagining New Worlds, the High Museum of Art presents two
solo exhibitions by leading contemporary American artists José Parlá and Fahamu Pecou. In their
concurrent exhibitions, Brooklyn-based Parlá and Atlanta-based Pecou respond to the work of
Lam, providing contemporary perspectives on his life and career. The artists examine Lam’s
artistic legacy through works that explore their own personal reflections on the artist’s
involvement with the Surrealist and Négritude movements, his fusion of African-inspired
imagery with that of the natural world, and the influence of the Santeria religion on Lam’s
artistic approach. The exhibitions feature mostly new work by the artists and includes paintings
and sculpture, murals, and sound elements. Parlá and Pecou also collaborated on an installation
in a third space. This exhibition is organized by the High Museum of Art. Generous support is
provided by Elizabeth and Chris Willett.
Earl Pardon’s Portable Art: Jewelry and Design
Through June 7, 2015
This exhibition presents a rare display of more than 100 works by celebrated Southern-born
American designer Earl Pardon. On view are 88 pieces of Pardon's jewelry (which he referred to
as his "portable works of art") and a selection of his homeware designs, many of which have
never been exhibited together. The assortment of homewares includes exceptional examples of
production work Pardon created as the assistant director of design for Towle Silversmiths in the
1950s. The jewelry in the exhibition dates from the 1950s to the early 1990s and includes many
pieces that reflect Pardon's signature style and inventive use of color, form, pattern and texture.
Several works in this exhibition have joined the Museum's permanent collection as acquisitions
and gifts from long-time Atlanta gallerists and High supporters Martha and Pat Connell. Scholars
of Pardon's work, the Connells amassed a collection that is among the most significant holdings
of his jewelry designs in existence. This exhibition is organized by the High Museum of Art.
Gordon Parks: Segregation Story
Through June 21, 2015
The High Museum of Art presents rarely seen photographs by trailblazing African American
artist and filmmaker Gordon Parks in this exhibition. Presented in collaboration with The Gordon
Parks Foundation, Gordon Parks: Segregation Story features more than 40 of Parks’ color prints
– most on view for the first time – created for a powerful and influential 1950s Life magazine
article documenting the lives of an extended African-American family in segregated Alabama.
The series represents one of Parks’ earliest social documentary studies on color film. The High
will acquire 12 of the color prints featured in the show, supplementing the two Parks works –
both gelatin silver prints – already owned by the High. These works will augment the Museum’s
extensive collection of Civil Rights era photography, one of the most significant in the nation.
This exhibition is presented in collaboration with The Gordon Parks Foundation. Support for
this exhibition is provided by The Coca-Cola Company.
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Leonard Freed: Black in White America
Through June 21, 2015
Alongside the works on view in “Gordon Parks: Segregation Story,” the High presents selected
prints from celebrated photographer Leonard Freed’s multi-year documentary project and 1968
book “Black in White America.” From 1963 through 1966, Freed traveled across the U.S.
capturing images of the Civil Rights era, from rural scenes in the South to daily life on New
York City streets and political protests in Washington, D.C. This journey culminated in Freed’s
landmark photo essay, which offered a look into African-American life across the nation during
the struggle for racial equality. “Leonard Freed: Black in White America” features 38 black-andwhite images by Freed that complement the rarely seen color prints from Parks’ 1956 Life
magazine photo essay “The Restraints: Open and Hidden.” This exhibition is organized by the
High Museum of Art, Atlanta.
A Painter’s Profile: The High Celebrates Romare Bearden
Through July 5, 2015
In this exhibition, the High honors one of the 20th century’s most influential artists and the
important recent acquisition of Bearden’s only known self portrait, “Profile/Part II, The Thirties:
Artist with Painting and Model” (1981). This focus exhibition delves into the layered references
of this stunning self portrait – from the Italian Renaissance to Matisse, African Art to the
rhythms of jazz, from Bearden’s reminiscences of his Southern roots to the powerful expression
of his spirituality and experiences as a black man in America. The exhibition also features the
eight other Bearden works in the High’s collection, which showcase the diversity of his practice
and include collage, watercolors and various types of prints. This exhibition is organized by the
High Museum of Art.
Helen Levitt: In the Street
Through July 12, 2015
Showcasing the honest, humorous and inventive works of prolific documentary photographer
Helen Levitt, this exhibition features 30 works by Levitt from the collections of the High and the
Telfair Museums (Savannah, Ga.). One of the best-known street photographers of the 20th
century, Levitt (American, 1913-2009) documented the everyday dramas of New York City.
Working from the 1930s through the 1990s, Levitt roamed the Lower East Side, Spanish Harlem
and other urban neighborhoods, capturing the story of city life. As part of the exhibition, the
High will acquire 11 prints by Levitt, which will strengthen the Museum's significant holdings of
20th-century documentary and street photography. This exhibition is organized by Telfair
Museums, Savannah, and the High Museum of Art, Atlanta. This exhibition is made possible
through the generous support of Mrs. Robert O. Levitt.
The Coca-Cola Bottle: An American Icon at 100
Through October 4, 2015
The High is pleased to present this exhibition exploring the iconic design and creative legacy of
the Coca-Cola bottle. Presented on the occasion of the bottle's centennial, the exhibition features
more than 100 objects, including more than 15 works of art by Andy Warhol and more than 40
photographs inspired by or featuring the bottle. Visitors have the opportunity to view original
design illustrations, historical artifacts and a century of experimentation with the Coca-Cola
bottle, which has enticed multiple generations and billions of people worldwide and inspired
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numerous artists since its inception in 1915. This exhibition is organized by the High Museum of
Art in collaboration with The Coca-Cola Company.
African Art: Building the Collection
Currently on view
In celebration of its newly expanded Fred and Rita Richman Gallery for African Art, the High is
showcasing nearly 40 recent acquisitions of art from Africa to enter the permanent collection.
This exhibition marks the public opening of a significant expansion of the Museum’s galleries
for African Art, a more than 60 percent increase in the dedicated space for art from the continent.
The expansion is the result of a generous pledge from Fred and Rita Richman, longtime patrons
of African art at the High and for whom the gallery was named in 2005. Growing in size from
2,400 to 4,000 square feet, the gallery now occupies almost half of the total square footage of the
Lower Level of the High’s Wieland Pavilion. This exhibition is organized by the High Museum
of Art.
Molly Hatch: Physic Garden
Currently on view
The High commissioned contemporary ceramicist Molly Hatch to create Physic Garden, a twostory tall, hand-painted "plate painting" installed in the Museum's Margaretta Taylor Lobby. The
"plate painting" is comprised of 475 dinner plates featuring an original design inspired by two ca.
1755 Chelsea Factory plates from the High's Frances and Emory Cocke Collection of English
Ceramics. The High is acquiring Physic Garden into the decorative arts and design permanent
collection and can re-install it at future dates in smaller incarnations or in other locations. The
complete installation measures approximately 22 feet high by 17 feet wide and is the largest ever
produced by Hatch, who has created other works based on source material from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. The Chelsea source plates are also on view in
the High's permanent collection Gallery 200, which patrons may visit to view the historic
material. The renowned Cocke Collection is comprised of over 300 works and is the most
comprehensive collection of English ceramics in an American art museum. This exhibition is
organized by the High Museum of Art.
Bangles to Benches: Contemporary Jewelry and Design
Currently on view
Ranging from mass-produced to one-of-a-kind works and from hand-crafted to digitally
fabricated pieces, this exhibition focuses on the scale, range and creative dexterity found in many
contemporary designers' repertoires today. Innovative contemporary jewelry are paired with
other design objects — from chairs to climbing walls — created by the same designers. This
exhibition celebrates the accomplishments of key designers currently in the High's permanent
collection, including Ron Arad, Fernando and Humberto Campana, Héctor Esrawe, Johanna
Grawunder, Zaha Hadid, Joris Laarman, Marc Newson, Ettore Sottsass, Jr. and Marcel Wanders.
The show also highlights many of the High's recent acquisitions by these designers and
demonstrates the range of contemporary design. This exhibition is organized by the High
Museum of Art.
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